
 

 
 

                                                                                                  

 
Masterpiece Discussion Questions 

Chapter 1 & 2: 
Do you think it was a good idea for Marvin to swim down 
the drain pipe? Why or why not?   

Chapter 3: 
Why do you think James didn’t have a good time at his 
birthday party?  

Chapter 4 & 5: 
How do you think James felt about his mom’s reaction to 
the drawing? 
 
Chapter 6 & 7: 
Would you rather live with James’s or Marvin’s family? 
Why? 

Chapter 8 & 9: 
James says he made the drawing, even though he didn’t. 
Why do you think he does this? Did he have any other 
options?  

Chapter 10 & 11: 
How do you think James felt having to leave Marvin 
behind? 

Chapter 12 & 13: 
Why do you think the author chose to make Marvin a 
beetle rather than a person or another kind of animal? 
What do you think she is saying about friendship by 
having a beetle and a bog become friends? 

Chapter 14:                                                                    
Do you think their plan to catch the art thief will work? 
Why or why not? 

Chapter 15 & 16:                                                                      
If you could have an animal friend with a special talent, 
what would it be? 

Chapter 17 & 18:                                                                      
How does the author make Marvin and his small world 
seem real? 

 
 
 
Chapter 19 & 20:                                                                      
There are four virtues featured in this story: fortitude, 
temperance, prudence, and justice. What does each one 
mean? Which do you think is the most important? 

Chapter 21 & 22:                                                                         
On page 171, Marvin’s mother describes what she sees a 
“perfect day.” How is this similar to or different from your 
idea of a perfect day?  

Chapter 23:                                                                                     
How do you think Marvin feels listening to people talk 
about his drawing without knowing who the real artist is?  

Chapter 24 & 25:                                                                                           
Marvin takes a lot of risks in this book. What do you think 
is his motivation for helping James?  

Chapter 26-28:                                                                      
Were you surprised to discover who the true art thief was? 
Looking back, can you think of any clues that indicate this 
person was the thief? 

Chapter 29 & 30:                                                                            
Do you think James should have used this opportunity to 
tell the truth about Marvin? 

Chapter 31-33:                                                                           
Was James wise to follow Marvin to the apartment? What 
could he have done differently?   
 
Chapter 34-35:                                                                           
James thinks that someone should stick up for the art 
thief. Do you agree? 
 
Chapter 36-37:                                                                          
James and Marvin are good friends even though they can’t 
communicate with words. How would things be different 
if they could talk to each other?  

Chapter 38:                                                                          
Think about what Marvin and his family need to live in 
James’s apartment. If a family of beetles lived in your 
home, where would they have their picnic? What kind of 
crumbs would they find for their meals?



 
 

  

 

 

 

 


	Masterpiece Discussion Questions

